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DREW PEARSON SAYS: GIfS ABILITY TO ADJUST TO SURROUWD- 
I N G S  IS MIRACIZ' 

G I ' s  MTST MAINTAXN W A R  ALERT EX$N DURING "PEACE ON EARTH" 
SEASON , 

Nouasseur, Mol~oc~o,--T 
himself t o  h i s  surrounding@ 
of an age Wckt  may send TO 

t o  f ive  Ohousandf miles'fx?om WaEl.h;Ln@on o r  Wichita, Shreueport OF 

San BernaPdZno, y o u f l l  see Chrrstmase -4etcomticnrr and Christmas 
preparat ions j u s t  as beau t i fu l  and j u s t  as homelike &I any i n  the 

rfaan s o l b e r  )s g b i l i t y  t o  ad j u s t  
inues t o  be the most modem miracle 

t o  the moon. H e r e  i n  Afr ica ,  three 

above ci6j.es. 
Xt makes 513.0 difference that; $he Amrioan GI is  thousands- a E  

IVa Cblstmas- 
miles from home o r  that hers surrounded by a Noslem population 
that does not pay homage t o  C h r i s t b  n a t i v i t y ,  
and, no rnat$er wkw?m bR_4;a,_hls.ae 

ir  Base i n  Tr ipo l i  you'll 
see eaoh barrack competing f o r  the best Christmas decorat ion as 
avidly and sometinks more e f f ec t ive ly  'than any community back homer 
Over the recrea t ion  center  a t  Nouasseur A i r  Base you w i l l  see  
relqdeer leaping toward the  African horizon, and over the vehicle 
maintenance shop you will see a s i lhoue t t e  of a wreclcerts t ruck 
rescuing $anta Claus, 
Reindeer and is  towing S a n t a b  sleigh with o ther  re indeer  inside- 
a mute reminder that  Nouasseurts vehicle maintenahce corps can 
rescue angtrhing . 
Philadelphia are a long way from home b u t  they even make the wheels 
of the wrecker t ruck revolve and the e l e c t r i c - l i g h t  road under 
Santa l s  sleigh twinkles here i n  Africa as e 
e l e c t r i c a l  extravaganza fUumlnating Times Square. 

So, down the main street ok W 

The t ruck has picked up Rudolph the Red-Noeed 

Col, Bob Hanggstrom of Hobolcen, N.J., and Walt Hyzer of 

cf;iTI;e Jy &g .any 

--AZORES. GET ARCTXC TOUCH-- 
To me Cf-tristmas doesntt; seem qu i t e  as real hepe hn Africa as 

it did i n  Greenland La& year a t  this  time. 
h e r  no 30-belm temperature OF other touches of winter usual ly  
associated with Christmas. 
Newfoundland gave an Arctio touch t o  %he Azores by sendips  800 

Therefs no snow, no 

To be sure, Harmon A i r  Fome Base i n  

(MORE) 
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Christmas t r e e s  and Lieut. Eugene <Schayer of Chicago somehow managed 
t o  pack a l l  800 i n t o  one plane. 
palm-studded deser t  country qui te  similar t o  t h i s  i n  Africa t ha t  
Christ was born, s o  Christmas here should come much nearer  t o  r e =  
producing the physical surroundings of tha t  day when Joseph and 
Mary t raveled t o  Bethlehem nearly 2,000 years ago. 

Donkeys similar t o  Joseph's are s t i l l  one of the most important 
c a r r i e r s  i n  Africa, and not  f a r  from here i s  a camel marat where 
another respected beast of burden is traded l ike  o ld  ca r s  a t  home. 

I n  cont ras t ,  great Globemasters come swooping down on the 
modern runways which American tngenuity has placed i n  the deser t ,  
carrying everything from jeeps t o  a i rp lane  engines. In  contra&, 
also,  j e t  bombers and f ighbm r o w  out a t  dawn f o r  target prac t ice  
riot far from the area where the Wise Men hailed the b i r t h  of Jesus 
with the hope tha t  peace on earth had come t o  men. 

Actually, however, it was i n  

The American s o l d i e r  who is  maintaining and operating these 
weapons of war i n  contradict ion t o  the hope- t h a t  Christ cherished 
f o r  mankind would p re fe r  not t o  be doing what he i s  doing. 
rather bq home. However, as noted above, he has an amazing a b i l i t y  
t o  ad jus t  himself t o  any surroundings and th i s  Christmas he will be 
able t o  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  aommunity pageants, church services ,  and 
entertainment as whole-hearted as any back hohe. 
of a t w k e y  dinner  as gmti as any a t  home. -> F u m r ,  i f  he U V ~ S  off 
base, he w i l l  have t o  pay only 70 cents  f o r  that dinner.  If he l i v e s  
on the base, he gets i t  free,  

He would 

He w i l l  partake 

--GI's DISCIPLES OF FRBNDSHIP-- 
And, because the American so ld ie r ,  whether he reads the B i b l e  

o r  not, has an inherent  sense of what Christmas is a l l  about, he 
has gone out of h i s  way i n  these d i s t a n t  lands t o  help the people 
of6 these lands,  

For some weeks the air pat ro l  a t  Nouas5eur has been put t ing the 

celebrat ions a t  Moroccan orphanages. Fo r  months they have been busy 
co l l ec t ing  o ld  toys,  repaint ing and repa i r ing  them f o r  chi ldren i n  
$he near-by Moroccan 'towns. Other a i r  units a re  doing the same. 

touch" on everyone from the base commander down t o  finance Christmas I t  

(Mom) 
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I watched one Christmas par ty  given a t  the Nouasseur A i r  Force 
hosp i t a l  for 60 French and Moroccan orphans by the hospi ta l  corps,  
A buvily sergeant led a l i t t l e  French gLr l  t o  the chow l l n e  and heaped 
her plate with Christmas goodies, Three orplr&s a l l  t r ied t o  hang 
on t o  thq  hanu o f  the chief  surgeon as he led them i n t o  the mess hal l .  
A Negro airinan led a six-year-old Moroccan boy who looked longingly 
at the toy-laden Christmas tree, h i s  eyes bulging. Another boy 
s l ipped  away from an awkward sergeant who 1m8 t ry ing  t o  act  the 
ro l e  of' mother, then scampered back for a c lose r  look a t  the tree, 

The hosp i t a l  mess ha l l  was crowded w L t h  chi ldren too exci ted 
t o  eat and, with the i r  A i r  Force escorts t o o  busy t o  not ice ,  they 
d idn l t  eat ,  F ina l ly  the pretense of' ea t ing  was over arid the chi ldren 
stood Qy t o  receive the presents  which the hospital personnel had 
purchased for each and every one of them, They stood bashful and 
t i m i d  i n  the presence of such unaccustomed r iches  and their* eyes 
sparkled as they unwrapped thoqe r iches  

Americans acting as Santa Claus, 
Then they went home t o  dream of another Christmas with kindly 
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