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DREW P E A R S O N  S A Y S :  ( C A P S  > S E N A T O R  H U N T  WAS T H R E A T E N E D  W I T H  P R O S E C U Y  

T I C N  OF HIS SON UNLESS H E  W I T H D R E W  F R O M - S E N A T E  R A C E )  H U N T  BROOfDED 

OVER SCr\"S MISFORTUNES) NEW PRESSURE . T E C H N I Q Y E S  USED I N  S E N A T E .  

CEND C A P S )  

WASHINGTON.-SEN* LESTER H U N T  OF WYOMING, W H O  E N D E D  H I S  LIFE W I T H  - 
A RIFLE BukEEIf L S Z  bra& -&@ BEW --%3&i 

B L A C K N A I L  IN C O N N E C T I O N  W I T H  H I S  S O N s  

O N  ONE O C C A S 1 0 h 1 ,  R E P U B L I C A N  SEN* H E R M A N  W E L K E R  OF I D A H O  MAD SENT 
ICs 

* W q R D  TO H U N T  THAT IF  HE WOZnD NOT RON F O R  R E - E L E C T I O N ,  H I S  S O N ,  

A R R E S T E D  CN A M O R A L S  C H A R g E ,  WOULD N O T  BE P R O S E C U T E D ,  
L 

FOR MONTHS SENATOR RUNT LIVED UNGER THE SHADOW OF $HIS 'THREAT, 

DECEMBER H E  TOLD THIS C O L U M ~  T H A T  FOR A LONG T IE  HE W O U L D  N O T  G C  

S U F F E R I N G  F R O M . T H E  S H A N E  OF. S0f";ETHING T H A T  WAS N O T  H I S  D O I N G ,  L A S T  

DOWN T Q  T H E  S E N A T E  R E S T A U R A N T  T O  E A T  W I T H  O T H E R  S E N A ~ T O R S ,  B U T  HAD L U N C H  

S E N T  UP T O  HJS O F F I C E  W H E R E  H E  A T E  A L O N E ,  

T H E  I N C I D E N T  WAS O N E  C F  T H E  L O W E S T  T Y P E S  OF P O L I T I C A L  P R E S S U R E :  T H I S  

W R I T E R  HAS SEFN I N  M/4RY YEARS AND I L L U c T R A T E S  T H E  L E Y G T H S  T O  Q H I C H  

C E R T A I N  R F P U B L I C A N S  WILL G O  T O  C A P T U R E  ONE S E A T  I N  T H E  N A R R O W L Y  

I T  ALSO I L L U S T R A T E S  THE OEW T E C H N I Q U E  USED BY C E R T A I N  M C C A R T H Y I T E S  

TO P R E S S U R E :  O T H E R  S E N A T O R S ,  S U C H  A S  R O Y  COHN'S T H R E A T  A G A I N S T  S E N A T O R  
, / 

H E N R Y  J A C K S O N  OF W A S H I N G T O N ,  AND T H E  I N D I R E C T  T H E E A T  A I M E D  A T  S E N A T O R  
' /  

SYMINGTON OF HISSOURI . 
e-----* 

T H I S  W R I T E R  H A D  KNOWN OF T H E  T H R E A T  A G A I N S T  S E N A T O R . H U U  A S  E A R L Y ,  

A S  L A S T  D E C E M S E R ,  B U T  B E C A U S E  ' T H E  S E N A T O R  S E E M E D  SO E M O T I O N A L L Y  U P S E T ,  

I D I D  NOT R E P O R T  THE PRESSURE USED BY SENATOR W E L K E R  TO' MAKE: H I M  W I T H -  

DRAW F R O M  T H E  S E N A T E  R A C E ,  P E R H A P S  IF I H A D  B i i O U G H T  T H E  W H O L E  T H I N G  
* 

I N T O  THI? H E A L T H Y  L I G H T  O F  D A Y o  S E N A T O R  H U N T  M I G H T  H A V E  R E A D J U S T E D  H I M -  

SELF SOME TIME A d 0  AND M I G H T  BE A L I V E  T O D A Y ,  

- -MODEST MAN-- 

I H A D  F I R S T  MET H U N T  WHFN H E  ~ J A S  GOVERNOR OF WYOMING A N D  CLIIMBED 
A ~ O A R D  THE F R I E N D S H I P  TRAIM E I G H T  Y E A R S  A G O  AS I T  R E A C H E D  T H ~  WESTERN 

E N D  GF H I S , S T A T E r  H E  R O D E  W I T H  US U N T I L  WE A R R I V E D  I N  C H E Y E N N E ,  A 

Q U I E T ,  U N A S S U M I N G  P E R S O N ,  H U N T  H A D  COYE T O  W Y C M I N G  F I R S T  A S  A B A S E -  

BALL P L A Y E R ,  T H E N  S E T T L E D  DOWN T O  P R A C T I C E  D E V T I S T R Y  I N  L A N D E E  UP 
\ 

\ 

NEAR T H E  S H O S H O N E  I N D I A N  R E S E R V A T I O N ,  

(MOPE) 
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I N  T H E  S E N A T E ,  H E  C O U L D  ALWAYS 3E FOUND V O T I N G  ON T H E  S I D E  O F  THE 

U N D E R D O G ,  AND T H O U G H  H E  W A S * N O T  A S  V O C A L  A S  S E N A T O R  T O B t Y ,  H E  D I D  A 

F I N E ,  C O N S C I E N T I O U S  J ,OB A S  A MEMBER OF T H E  K E F A U V E R , C O M M I T T E E  W H I C H  

I h ?  EST I G A T E D  C R I ME 0 
~ ' I  

T H E  W O R L D  B E G A N  T O  C O M E  T O  AN END F O R  S E N A T O R  H U N T  WHEN, L A S T  Y E A R ,  

H I S  S O N  W A S  A R R E S T E D  I N  L A F A Y E T T E  P A R K  O N  A M O R A L S  C H A R G E .  S I N C E  \ I T  

W A S  A F I R S T  OFF'ENSE, \ H E  WAS C H A R G E D  W I T H  A d I S D E M E A N O R ,  AND T H E  

S E N A T O R  W A S  A S K E D  B Y  T H E  W A S H I N G T O N  P O L - I C E  T O  WORK W I T H  H I S  S O N  T O  

S T R A I G H T E N  H I M  O U T .  

THE CHARGE ,LAY ON THE POLICE R E C O R D  AND FOR THE T-IPE BEING WAS 

N O T  P R O S E C U T E D .  

T H E N  S U D D E N L Y ,  S E N A T O R  W E L K E R  T E L E P H O N E 3  A MUTUAL F R I E N D  OF H U N T ' S  

I N  W Y O M I N G ,  S T A T I N G  T H A T  IF- H U Y T  WQULD WiITH,DRAW F R C M  T H E  S E N A T E  R A C E ,  
t 

H I S  SON WOULD N O T  EE P R C S E C U T E D .  

H U N f ,  A D E M O C R A T ,  WAS E X T R E M E L Y  P O P U L A R  I N  W Y O M I N G  AND S U R E  OF 

R E - E L E C T I O N .  MIS T E R M  WAS T O  E X P I 2 E  T H I S  Y E A R ,  A'ND IF HF W I T H D R E W ,  

A R E P U B L I C A N  WAS R E A S O N A B L Y  SUF;E C F  E L E C T I O N ,  T H U S  G I V I N G  T H E  R E P U B L I -  

C A N S  A B E T T E R  C H A N C E  T O  C O N T R O L  T H E  SFNA?'E, 

T H E  W E L K E R  M E S S A G E  WAS R E L A Y E D  T O  H U N T  T H R O U G H  H I S  C L O S E  F R I E N D S  

TRACY-N, D E M O C R A T I C  N A T I O N A L  C O M M I T T E E F A N  FROM W Y O M I N G  AND JOE 

O'MAHONE,Y, ' E X w S E Y A T O R  F F O M  W Y O M I V G  
- 1  

HUTJT T O L D  T H I S  C O L U M N  L A S T  D E C E N X R  T H A T  WHEN H E  GOT T H E  M E S S K E  
- . - -  - _  - 

HE AND MRS. H U N T  D E B A T E D  IT FOR A W E E K ,  T H E 8  D E C I C E D  T H A T  frl0 M A T T E R  ' 
HOW MUCH HE W A N T E D  T O  P R C T E C T  H I S  S O N ,  H E  WOULD M"OT BE B L A C K M A I L E D  

O U T  OF P U B L I C  O F F I C E ,  SO H E  S E N T  WORD T H A T  H E  WOULD N O T  K I T H D R A W .  

- - T E R R I B L E  O R D E A L -  

O N E  D A Y  L A T E R ,  T H E  W A S H I N G T O N  T I h E S - H E R A L D ,  T H E N  OWNEP 

B Y  COL, R O B E R T  M C C O R M I C K ,  F E A T U R E D  T H E  S T O R Y  C F  H I S  SON'S M O R A L S  

C H A R G E  ON PAGE ONE, A N D  IMMEDIATELY T ~ E R E A F T E R  INSPECTOR R O Y  BLICK, 

H E A D  OF THE D O C .  V I i E  S Q U A D  W A S  C A L L E D  T O  C A P I T O L  H I L L I  

SENATOR H U N T  TOLE THIS C O L U M N  THAT BLICK L A T E R  REPORTED TO H I M  T H A T  
\ 

W E L K E R  AND S E N A T O R  B R I D G E S  OF NEN H A M P S H I R E ,  C H h I R M A N  OF T H E  P O W E R F U L  

S E N A T E  A P P R O P R I A T I O N S  C O M M I T T E E ,  H A D  H A N D E D  H I M  AN E N V E L O P E  AND T C L D  

H I M  T O  R E A D  T H E  C O N T E N T S .  
\ 

B L I G K  D I D  SO AND F C U M D  T H E  E N V E L O P E  C O N T A I N E D  H I S  R E S I G N A T I O N O  HE 

A S K E D  WHAT I T  MEANT. T H E  S E N A T O R S  T O L D  H I E  T O  S I G N  XT. 
T H E Y  W E N T  O N  T O  E X P L A I N  T H A T  T H A T  W A S  WHAT H A P P E N E D  WHEN A P O L I T E  

S L I C K  E X P L A I N E D  T H A T  W H E F E  A Y O U N G S T E R  WAS C O N N E C T E D  W I T H  A C H U R C H ,  

/ 
O F F I C E R  F A I L E D  T O  P E O S E C Y T E ,  AS I N  T H E  H U N T  3 O Y ' S  C A S E .  

A S  ILTHE CASE OF THE- H U N T  BOY W H O  wqs STUDYING FOR THE MINISTRY,  
! THE U S U A L ~ P O L I C E  PRACTICE WAS T O  GET IN  TOUCH WITH H I S  C H U R C H  A N D  

H I S  P A R E N T S  AND G g T  H I P  S T R A I G H T E N E D  O U T ,  W I T H O U T  P R O S E C U T I O N ,  ES- 

P E C I A L L Y  IF  H E  WAS A F I R S T  .. OFFEND^'ZF.. 

ClMORE ) 
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B U T  S E N A T O R  W E L K E R  S A I D  T H A T  IF T H E R E  W A S  NO P R O S E C U T I O N .  H E  M I G H T  

FEEL C O N S T P A I N E D  TO MAKE A S P E E C H  ON T H E  S E N A T E  F L O O R .  

S H O R T L Y  T H E R E A F T E R ,  YOUNG H U N T  WAS B R O U G H T  T O  T R I A L .  O R D E R S  WERE.  

G I V E N  I N  T H E  U.S. A T T O R N E Y ' S  O F F I C E  T O  P U S H  T H E ' P R O S E C U T I O N .  S E N A T O P  

H U N T  S A T  I N  C O U R T  T H R O U G H O U T  THE T R I A L .  

D Y I N G  B E F O R E  MEN''S E Y E S .  

H E  L O O K E D  A S . I F  H E  W A S  A L M O S T  

T H E  P O L I C E M A N  WHO A R R E S T E D  YOUNG H U N T  H A D  MADE NO A R R E S T S  T H A T  D A Y 8  

A N D  SOME ATTORNEYS HAVE C H A R G E D  PLAINCLOTHESMEN WITH U N F A I ~ L Y  TRYING 
T O  I~NCREASE THE NUMBER OF THEIR AIRRESTS, CNE A T T O R ~ E Y  FAMILIAR WITH 

D r C r  C F I I M I G A L .  PROCEDURE WHO W A T C H E D  .TH.E- P R O C E E D I W G S  T U L D  M E  T H A T  T H E  

B O Y  S H O U L D  H A V E  BEEN A C Q U I T T E D  ON T H E  G R C U N D  T N A T  T H E  ' P L A I N C L O T H E S M A N  

WHOM YOUNG H U N T  WAS C H A R G E D  WITH S C L I C I T I N G ,  A C T U A L L Y  HA: D O N E  T H E  

S O L I C I T I N G  H I M S E L F .  B U T  THE P R O S E C U T I O N  W A S  V I G O R O U S  AND T H E  V E R D I C T  

W E N T  A G A I N S T  T H E  H U N T  BOY. 

MRS. H U N T ,  THE S E N A T O R  S A I C  L A T E R ,  H A R D L Y  S U R V I V E D  T H E  T R I A L .  SHE 

D I D N ' T '  E A T  F O R  A WEEK4 
"IF T H k  O P P O S I T I O N  B R I N G S  THIS U P  1.Y T H E  S E N A T E  R A C E , "  H E  T O L D  

T H I S  C O L U M N ,  "I S H A L L  W I T H D R A W * #  

T H E  A B O V E  C O N Y E R S A T I O N  T O O K  P L A C E  I N  L A T E . '  D E C E M B E R .  T H E  S E h I A T O R  

A T  THAT TIME SAID HIE C O U L D  N O T  BFAE TO FACE HIS COLLEAGUES $N THE 

S E N A T E .  HE D O U B T E D  I F  H E  WOULD EVEN A P P E A R  ON T H E  S E N A T E  F L O O R .  H I S  

H A I R  H A D  T U R N E D  - A L M O S T  W H I T E .  H I S  - _-  F A C E  - - V A S  P A L E .  WE U R G E D  H1.M N O T  T O  

A V O I D  P E O P L E ,  'TOLD H I M  T H A T  PUI3Li .C  S Y M P A T H Y  WAS W I T H  H I M .  
-- -- _ _  

E V E N T U A L L Y  

H E  G O T  AROUND MORE, S E E M E D  T O  3g MORE H I S  O L D  S E L F .  

T H E N  TWO WEEKS A G O ' H E  WENT TO THE ~ O S P I T A L  F O R  A PHYSICAL C H E C K  A N D  

A N N O U N C E D  T H A T  HE WOULD N O T  RU& AGfi IK . ,  I T  WAS N O  S E C R E T  T H A T  HE H A D  

B E E N  H A V I N G  K I D N E Y  T R O U B L E  F O R  SOME TIME, *BUT I AM S U R E  T H A T  ON T O P  

O F  T H I S ,  L E S T E R  H U N T ,  A MUCH MORE S E N S I T I V E  S O U L  T H A N  H I S  C O L L E A G U E S  

R E A L I Z E D ,  J U S T  C O U L D  N C T  B E A R  THE T H Q U G H T  O F ' H A V I N G  H I S  SQN'S M I S -  

F O R T U N E S  B E C O M E  T H E  S U B J E C T  OF W H I S P E R S  Ir\l H I S  R E - E L E C T I O N  C A M P A I G N .  
5 ,  

T H O S E  M U S T  H A V E  BEEN S O M E  O F  T H E  W O R R I E S  T H A T  T R O U B L E D  S E N A T O R  H U N T  

A S  HE L i F T  H I S  HOME E A R L T T H E  O T H E R  M O R N I h E ,  A ,22 R I F L E  H A L F  H I D D E N  

U N D E R  H I S  C O A T .  

( C O P Y R I G H T ,  1954, BY T H E  BELL S Y N D I C A T E ,  I N C . )  6/20/54 KG555P 
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