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CONFIDENTIAL 

EDITORS NOTE: - The fol lowing i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l  and i s  
s t r i c t l y  f o r  your personal  informa- 
t i o n ,  I t  i s  designed t o  g ive  frank 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  of what i s  going on 
behind t h e  scenes of the news and news 
i n  t he  makirg. 

YJASHINGTOB---Senat o r  Couzens r e l a t e s  c o n f i d e n t i a l l y  tha t  
in  t h e  closing weeks of the p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign Pres ident  Hoover 
telephoned him twice st h i s  home i n  D e t r o i t ,  t o  ge t  him t o  make a 
statemelit approving the  $80,000,000 R.F.C. loan  t o  t h e  Dawes bank 
i n  Chicago, Couzens G r i o r  t o  h i s  depar ture  from Nashington a t  the 
c l o s e  o f  t h e  last  se s s ion ,  spent s e v e r a l  days a t  t h e  R.F.C. going  
over i t s  loans t o  banks and railroads. He says tha t  he went 
thoroughly i n t o  the  Dames l o r n  and that  it  met w i t h  his approval.  

Tbe P res iden t ,  Couzeiis s a y s ,  knew t h i s  and 'wanted him t o  
make a publ ic  statement.  Couzens d e c l a r e s  t h a t  h e  t o l d  Hoover he 
would do s o  i f  " the  Attorney General would g ive  an opinion saying 
tha t  he had a r i g h t  t o  d i s c l o s e  t h e  f a c t s  &bout t h e  loant t .  Couzens 
says t h a t  Attorney General Mi tche l l  would not render  such an opin- 
i o n ,  and tha t  he thereupon informed the Pres ident  that  he could not 
make a statement.  

Hooverls explanat ion of t h e  Dmves loan  i n  h i s  S t .  Louis 
speech, Couzens contends, was i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  lam which made all 
t h e  e a r l y  loam of t h e  R.F.C. s e c r e t .  He says  t h a t  he in t ends  c a l l -  
ing  t h i s  f a c t  t o  the  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  Pres ident .  
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