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CONFIDENTIAL -- NOT T O  BE USED FOR PUBLICATION -- C ONF I D  EN T I AL 

EDITORS NOTE: -- The fol lowing i s  coiif i d e n t i a l  and 
i s  s t r i c t l y  f o r  your personal  in- 
formation. I t  i s  desisiied t o  g ive  
f r ank  intelli1;ence of what i s  going 
on behind t h e  scenes  of  t h e  news 
and new6 i n  t h e  making. 

WASHINGTON---Jouet t Skrouse, head of  the Democratic PiTat iona l  
Committee organiza t ion  i n  Washington, and N r s .  Shouse separa ted  dur- 
i n g  t h e  sumier of  1931. The s e p a r a t i o n  was p r i v a t e l y  arranGed w i t h  
t h e  understanding tha t  i f  agreesble  t o  bo th  p m t i e s  a f t e r  a year 
t h e r e  would be a divorce.  John J .  Raskob,  then chairman of t h e  
Denocratic Nat ional  Co:niilittee, and o ther  i n f l u e n t i a l  Democrats made 
maily a t tempts  t o  grcveut the  d ivo rce ,  Raskob i s  known t o  have been 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  d isp leased  vJhei1 Shouse t o o k  the  co-respondent w i t h  
t h e  Raskob p a r t y  t o  t h e  Kentucky Derby i n  Lo-aisville a year ago. He 
said that  Shousers conduct was l i a b l e  t o  hur t  t h e  Democratic pa r ty .  

Wasnington s o c i e t y  wits s e t  agog wheu t h e  sepa ra t ion  f i rs t  
t o o k  p l ace ,  as Mrs. Shouse was reputed t o  have loaned her husband 
$30,000 just before  t h e  separa t ion .  P r a c t i c a l l y  nothing regard ing  
t h e  sepa ra t ion  has been publ ished l o c a l l y .  

Mrs. Sho'izse f o r  SOine time was w i l l i n g  t o  e f f e c t  a recon- 
c iliet ion. 

****** 
Senator Couzeizs made known h i s  change of views about the 

s a l e s  t a x  during a go l f  game w i t h  Senator Charles  IJIcNary, a s s i s t a n t  
R e p b l i c a n  f l o o r  l ezde r  and i n  l i n e  f o r  f u l l  leadership 'when Senator 
s J i m l l  Watson r e t i r e s  next Xkrch 4.  The two sena to r s  p l ay  golf  
occ%sional ly  a t  the  exc lus ive  Burning Tree Club i n  nearby Maryland, 
During a r ecen t  game t h e  two  men f e l l  t o  t a lk ing  about tax l e g i s l a -  
t i o n  and Couzons t o l d  KclTary t h a t  he had become convinced t h a t  a 
s a l e s  tax was necessary t o  balance t h e  budget. Senator Pat Harr i son ' s  
change of p o s i t i o n  on t h e  i s s u e  has leaked out f r o m  Democratic 
quar t  e r  s . * 
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