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TAUAP~Y: BOSS MAY PLAY D E C I S ~  .WLE 
I N  SPEAKEXSHIP CONTEST WITH i3ROTHER 

OF ROOSEVELT'S EX-PARTNER I N  FIGHT;  
NEW PRESIDENT T O  DROP BIG SECRETARIAT 

WASHINGTON---John F. Curry, Tammany boss, may p lay  a dec i s ive  
r o l e  i n  t h e  Speakership coiztest that  f a c e s  t h e  Democrats i n  t h e  new 
Congress t h a t  is  sworn i n  next Narch 4 and which i s  expected t o  be c a l l e d  
i n t o  spec ia l  sess ion  by Pres ident -e lec t  Roosevelt Soon t h e r e a f t e r .  

With Democratic r ep resen ta t ion  i n  t h e  House from Manhattan 
am, augmented, as a r e s u l t  of  t h e  sweeping Democratic vict0r-Y i n  

t'he e l e c t i o n ,  Curry w i l l  be i n  a pot7erful p o s i t i o n  t o  act i n  the Speaker- 
s h i p  f i g h t .  
an  a c t i v e  behind-the-scenes part fn c i e a r i n g  t h e  way f o r  Vice-president- 
e l e c t  Garner! 6 uncontested e l e c t i o n  t o  t he  Speakership. 

t o  absent himself from t h e  House i f  he tms not made Democratic f l o o r  
l e a d e r .  With t h e  party l ineup  C l O B C ,  OlConnor's defhatkdn . *  and that of 
some o f  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  might have c o s t  t h e  Democrats c o n t r o l  o f  t he . cha&er*  
The southern Rnd western Democrats were opposed t o  O*~Onnor as f l o o r  
lmder ,  but f e a r e d  h i s  b o l t i n g  if they  turned him dmn.  

I n  t h i s  dilemmc Speaker Garner tu rned  t o  Curry, whom 
not  personal ly  know then.  Curry responded promptly. He not  on 
whipped O*Connor i n t o  l i n e ,  but  saw t o  it that  a l l  t h e  o ther  Tammany 
members were present  when the  House organized. 
cooperat ion Garner and Curry became very f r i e n c l y ,  and t h e  l a t t e r  Vis i ted  
the  House l e a d e r  s eve ra l  times dur ing  the  course of the session. 

With Garner headed f o r  the Vic&Presidency next year  ahd the  
Speakership again open, 0Wonnor has boosted h i s  ambitions and ha6 an- 
nounced himself a candida te  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e .  
large Tammany de lega t ion  and many o f  t h e  o t h e r  e a s t e r n  Dem0crat.s.' Some 
o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  a r e  a l s o  claiming t h a t  h i s  candidacy f inds f avor  i n  t h e  

#+ eyes of Pres ident -e lec t  Roosevelt. 

This  a l l e g a t i o n  seems based on the  f a c t  t h a t  OtConnor i s  the 
b ro the r  of Basil OIConnor, a New York lawyer, who was Roosevelt* s p a r t n e r  
when he p r a c t i c e d  law. 
personal  f r i e n d s  of t h e  Basil OtConnors and t h e  l a t t e r  accompanied them 
when they made t h e i r  mid-western and southern campaign t r i p .  
t h e  campaign a par ty  that  the  Basil 0t.Connors gave at  t h e i r  Long I s l and  
home f o r  t h e  Roosevelt8 c rea t ed  p o l i t i c a l  comment when A1 Smith r,efused 
t o  a t tend .  

Last s e s s i o n ,  Curry broke a11 Tammany precedent and took 

Representat  ivo  John J. 0' Connor Tammany Democrat, threatened 

did 

As a result of t h i s  

He claims t h e  backing of t h e  - 
J > a  

The Pres ident -e lec t  and Mrs. Roosevelt are c lose  

E a r l y  i n  
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Vhat Curry w i l l  do i n  the  organiza t ion  contes t  t h i s  ttme i s  not 
known as ye t .  Tha-1; Tnmmany w i l l  demand. important place i n  t h e  Democratic 
House setup i n  t h e ' n e x t .  Congress i s  c e r t a i n .  
p r i v a t e l y  last week i n  Washing-ton wben the  Tammany c h i e f t a i n  c a m  t o  t h e  
Capital t o  v i s i t  s e v e r a l  of  h i s  c h i l d r e n  a-;;tending school here  mid t o  
spend (z few days  on t h e  golf and r a c e  courses.  

They a r e  known t o  have d iscussed  t h e  quest ion of organiza t ion .  
As far as t h e  sho r t  s e s s ion  i s  concerned t h e r e  w i l l  be no important 
chrzn@;es i ~ .  Democratic l eade r sh ip  i n  t h e  House, Vice-President-elect 
Garner w i l l  be re -e lec ted  Spepker, and Representat ive RPJney major i ty  
f l o o r  l eade r  

Curry and Garner mct 

I 

. -  
e l e c t  Roosevelt contemplfites a sharp trimminy of t h e  , 

i a t  t h a t  has grown up during t h e  Hoover ??d$ime, 
There w i l l  be only oh6 man an h i s  execut ive secretarial  staff who w i l l  
dl'aw t h e  f u l l  s e c r e t a r l c i  salaryv That man n i l 1  bo Louis Howe, h l s  
personal  s e c r e t a r y  s ince  t h e  dEtys .when the Pres ident -e lec t  was Assistarkt 
Secre ta ry  o f  t h e  Navy i n  t h e  Wilson admin i s t r a t ion  and h i s  most i d b a t e  
advissr and confidant .  

Howe m i l l  have the  rank and t i t l e  of Secre ta ry  t o  t h e  P r s s 5 M t a  
Be w i l l  r o t ,  however, be the " f r o n t  o f f i c e  manrt. H i s  work m i l l .  be  d a I 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  na ture .  He w i l l  occupy the  o f f i c e  no8 used by La:celzoe Go 
Richey, Pres ident  Hoover* s c o n f i d e n t i a l  a s s i s t a n t .  Howel s work wieh 
Roosevelt has always been of a background na ture  and h i s  p o s i t i o n  i3 the 
new admin i s t r a t ion  w i l l  be  unchanged, 

The " f ron t  o f f i c e  man'! i n  t h e  Roosevelt admin i s t r a t ion  w i l l  
bear  the  t i t l e  and dram t h e  pny of  an executive c l e r k .  
t h e  P res iden t  rece ives  $10,000 a yea r ,  at  present  a 10 per  cen t  Ceduc- 
t i o n  being made under t h e  provis ions  o f  t 'ne economy a c t  assed  by the  
l as t  Congress. An execut ive c l e r k  draws from $5,000 t o  B 7,500, depending,  
on  what t h e  President, mats t o  pay. 

The Secre ta ry  of 

The choice f o r  " f r o n t  o f f i c e  man!! i n  the Roosevelt government 
lies b e t m e n  Marvin R .  McIntyrc, an old newspaper f r i e n d  of t h e  
P?csidcnt-cLcctt s who mas h i s  p r e s s  l i a i s o n  a s s i s t a n t  during t h e  c m p a g n ,  
anti Charles Hand, an old New York World stm r e p o r t e r ,  who served f o r  a 
t i b e  as s e c r e t a r y  t o  former Mayor Valker of  Ncm York. Hand was Vice- 
President-elect  Garnerts  p re s s  a s s i s t a n t  during the  campaign, and when 
foyrner Governor Alfred E. Smith went on h i s  Nc- England speaking %cur 1 

he mas sent  with him. He is  widely popular mith the nomspaper 
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