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_c- THE D A I L Y  WASHINGTON MERRY-%-ROUND 

By Drew Pearson and Robert S .  Allen 

Authors of IfWashingt on Merry-Go-Round" 
and Illlore Merry-Go-Round" 

---- 
Borah Ready t o  Quit Chairmanship i n  Progressive 
Plan t o  Thrust Ful l  Respons ib i l i t y  on Democrats 
A t  S h o r t  Session -- Only Fapley,--Cahen and Byrd 
So Far Cer ta in  of  P laces  i n  Roosevelt Cabinet 

VASHINGPON--Although they s tand t o  l o s e  a half dozen majo 
a t e  dommittee chairmanships by t h e  change, t he  Progress ives  have 
f i e d  both Republican and Democratic l e a d e r s  t h a t  they w i l l  i n s i s t  
t he  Democrats assume f u l l  con t ro l  o f  Congress a t  the  forthcoming 
sess)on of Congress, Even Senator W i l l i a m  E .  Borah, who nominal1 
afned r e g u l a r ,  al though he d i d  nothing t o  he lp  President  Hoover, 
ho as Republican chairman o f  t h e  Senate Foreign Rela t ions  C o m m i t  
as the  most important chairmanship t o  l o s e ,  has ja ined w i t h  t he  

Progrossives  i n  t h e i r  demand t h a t  t he  Democrate take over Command 0 
t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  branch. 

The Progressive demand was formulated b y  Senators La F o l l e t  
Uorr i s ,  and Cutt ing,  who bo l t ed  Hoover f o r  Rooaevelt. They put the 
matter up t o  the e n t i r e  Progressive group, including such " f e l l o w  
t ravelers l l  as Borah and Couzens, and a l l  agreed t o  t h e  p lan .  Bora 
a t  first was cool t o  t h e  suggest ion,  but when the  Progress ives  ind 
ed t h a t  they d id  not c a r e  whether he joined w i t h  them Borah droppe 
$ 9 ~  objec t ions .  

Senator McMary, a s s i s t a n t  Republican f l o o r  l e a d e r ,  and i n  
f o r  f u l l  command a f t e r  Senator Watson r e t i r e s  i n  March, i s  eager 
t h e  Progress ives  t o  put t h e i r  p l an  through. McNary sees  t h e  s i t u  
a8 confront ing t h e  Democrats w i t h  Ifplenty of  t roub le" ,  and being a 
good Republican i s  g e t t i n g  much p leasure  out of t h e  prospec t .  

S t o r i e s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  that the Democrats may o f f e r  t h e  Re 
l i c a n  Insurgents  some committee chairmanships because of t h e i r  su 
i n  the  e l e c t i o n  a r e  without foundat ion.  Senator  Joe'Robinson, an 
Senator P a t  Harrison, Democratic f l o o r  l e a d e r s ,  couldn ' t  d e l i v e r  o 
such a p l an  even i f  they wanted t o .  There a r e  more ve t e ran  Democr 
sena to r s  i n  l i n e  f o r  t he  b ig  chairmanships than  the re  a r e  p l a  
them. These sena to r s  have been wai t ing  a long time t o  g e t  these  
por tan t  p l aces  and they a r e  i n s i s t i n g  on r ece iv ing  what i s  due th 
by s e n i o r i t y .  

The t r a n s f e r  o f  congressional  z o n t r o l  revolves izbout the 
s e n a t o r i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  The Democrats r u l e  i n  t h e  House. The Rep 
ans  have a paper m a j o r i t y  o f  one i n  the Senate up t o  March 4 ,  f 
t h e  Progressives  were w i l l i n g  the  Republicans could organize t h e  
a t e  and r e t a i n  t h e i r  chairmanships f o r  t he  t h r e e  months d u r a t i  
t h e  s h o r t  sess ion .  But the  Progress ives  take  t h e  p o s i t i o n  tha  
l ands l ide  defea t  of  t h e  Republican regime manifested t h e  popu 
s i r e  f o r  an  immediate change, 

The demand of t h e  Progress ives  i s  prompted by two othe 
These a r e  of a persdnal  and behind-the-scenes import, and are 
f e r r e d  t o  when they d i scuss  the  ques t ion  of immediate Democratic 
leadersh ip .  
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For years  t h e  Progress ives  pressed f o r  t h e  enactment of t h e  
Norris f13ame duckt1 amendment. I n  the  last se s s ion  of Congress, wi th  
t h e  a id  of  t h e  Democratic c o n t r o l l e d  House, they f i n a l l y  succeeded i n  
forc ing  t h e  passage of the  measure and sending i t  t o  the  states fo r  
r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  Seventeen a l ready  have approved i t ,  and i t s  f i n a l  ac- 
ceptance i s  considered c e r t a i n  wi th in  a few months a f t e r  t h e  New Year 
when for ty-four  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  convene. The shor t  s e s s ion  of Con- 
gress t h a t  meets i n  December w i l l  unquestionably be the l as t  of i t 8  
kind. 

session t h e  Progress ives  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  only cons i s t en t  thing for them 
t o  do ,  pa r t i cu , l a r ly  i n  view o f  t h e  sweeping Democratic v i c to ry ,  i& 
t ; ~  t u r n  over the f u l l  congressional  power t o  t h e  Democrats, 

The second personal  motive prompting t h e  Progress ives  i s  t h e i r  
dbsire t o  fo rce  the  Democrats t o  imnediate a c t i o n .  With t h e  Republi- 
cans r e t a i n i n g  nominal con t ro l  of t h e  Senate the  Democrats could say 
---and wi th  considerable  justice----that not having f u l l  command o f  
th8 mngrasaJ.omLl .nwzhiwry they aze -xm&U h &ut a @mgwm 
o f  t he i r  own. 

I n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign t h e  Democrat8 pledged themselves 
t o  a comprehensive l i b e r a l  program. 
the Progress ives  supported both t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  and s ta te  t icke ts . .  They 
BOW demand that t h e  Democrats make good. 

Far i n  t h e  background, but of v i t a l  importance i n  t h i s  phage of 
t h e  Progress ives?  p o s i t i o n ,  i s  t h e  ever-present hope among them of 
c r e a t i n g  a third p a r t y .  They went down t he  l i n e  fo2 Roosevelt t h i s  

because of t h e i r  b i t t e r  h o s t i l i t y  t o  Pres ident  Ho ves  and t h e  . 
1 assurances of the Democratic s tandard bea re r .  

t h a t  the l a t t e r  "do h i s  s t u f f s .  If he doesn ' t  do it t o  t h e i r  lal 
some OF t hese  Progressive champions a r e  prepared t o  bokt bo th  pa 
i h  1936 and s e t  up a t i c k e t  d f  t h e i r  d m ,  

, The Democratic l eade r s  of! Congress have as ye t  formulated no 
pakty p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  sho$t s e s s ion ,  but they w i l l  not resist a Pro- 
grbssibe d r ive  t o  t u r n  over c#ongressional  c o n t r o l  t o  them. The mat- 
t d r  well be thrashed out among them, along w i t h  o ther  p o l i c y  ques t ions ,  
dhen %hey meet Pres ident -e lec t  Roosevelt i n  a pa r ty  counc i l  i n  ~ 

Warm a p k i n p ,  Georgia, l a t e  t h i s  month, 

Because of t h e i r  long advocacy of t he  abol i sh ing  o f  t h e  short 

On t h e  basis of t hese  promises 

!hey nof 

******  
James A .  Far l ey ,  Democratic National Chairman, former Governor 

Harry Byrd, of Vi rg in ia ,  and Senator  John 6 .  Cohen, of Georgia, ar 

tnet i f  they w i l l  accept  such appointments. Far ley i s  Roosevel t ' s  
choice f o r  Postmaster General, Cohen f o r  Secre ta ry  of t h e  Navy, and 
Byrd i s  being cons ide red . fo r  two p l aces ,  a6 head of t he  Commerce De- 
partment and a6 Secre ta ry  of Agricul ture .  
ter p l ace  f o r  Byrd, because he i s  a " d i r t  farmer" ,  owning and operat-  
ing ex tens ive  orchard p r o p e r t i e s  i n  Vi rg in i a .  Beyond t h e s e  t h r e e  man 
Roosevelt HAS NOT made up h i s  mind about any 
t i o n &  This information comes from t h e  most 

p o s i t i v e l y  l i s t e d  by Pres ident -e lec t  ROoseueLt f o r  w e  b - m a  Q 

Roosevelt l e a n s  t o  the bt-, 

qua r t e r  

- - - -  
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