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BIOGRAPHY -- ROBERT S A L L E N  
Co-Author "The Dai ly  Washington kerry-Go -Round" 

"Bob" Al len  i s  a s h o r t ,  red-headed, f i e r y  e n t h u s i a s t ,  whose ob jec t  
i n  l i f e  i s  t o  make people see t h e  p o l i t i c a l t h i n g s  he  sees as he sees them. 

He was born i n  Latonia ,  Kentucky, i n  1898, and started an adventurous 
c a r e e r  by j o i n i n g  t h e  Persh ing  cava l ry  expedi t ion  i n t o  Mexico t o  c a t c h  Villa 
i n  1.916. 

He went overseas  w i t h  t h e  cava l ry  i n  t h e  war, g o t  wounded, se rved  
i n  t h e  Army of Occupation, and c m e  back as a boy l i e u t e n a n t .  

He worked h i s  way through t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of SJisconsin and won a 
scho la r sh ip  f o r  s tudy  abroad, He ohose a yea r  at t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of Munich. 

While he was i n  Munich, t h e  Ludendorf-Hitler pu tsch  took p l a c e  and he  
repor ted  it f o r  The C h r i s t i a n  Science Monitor. 
assignment which took him through Cen t ra l  Europe and I t a l y ,  

Thie l e d  t o  a roving Monitor 

I n  1924, he  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  t a k e  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  
t h e  LaFo l l e t t e  campaign f o r  t h e  presidency.  
became c l o s e  f r i e n d s  . He and old Senator  Li tFol le t te  

I n  1925, he jo ined  t h e  Washington bureau o f  The C h r i s t i a n  Science 
Monitor, became i t s  head i n  1929, and in 1931 was dismissed f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  w r i t i n g  t h e  book, "Washington Merry-Go-Round". 

He covered t h e  1928 p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign from start t o  f i n i s h ,  includ-  
i n g  both Democratic and Republican conventions,  t r a v e l i n g  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  w i t h  
Hoover f o r  h i s  n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  r e tu rn ing  east w i t h  him, t h e n  j o i n i n g  Smith 's  
swing around t h e  c i r c l e ,  going west aga in  w i t h  Hoover, and accompanying Hoover 
on h i s  South American good w i l l  t r i p .  

I n  1929, he was s e n t  t o  Mexico t o  w r i t e  a s e r i e s  of a r t i c l e s  on t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  and i n  1930, he went t o  Europe t o  wr i te  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
i n  each important c a p i t a l ,  ending wi th  f o u r  weeks i n  Russia.  . 

I n  t h e  l a s t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  campaign, he covered t h e  Roosevelt t r i p s  f o r  
The Ph i l ade lph ia  iiecord. k 

Ear ly  in t h e  campaign, he wrote V h y  Hoover Faces Defeat", making pre-  
d i c t i o n s  t h a t  seemed r a s h  at t h e  time, but  t h a t  were borne ou t  by t h e  r e s u l t .  

When, in c o l l a b o r a t i o n  wi th  Drew Pearson,-he wrote  h i s  f i r s t  book, 
"Washington Merry-Go-Round", it was publ ished anonymously. Resul t  was t h a t  
every g r e a t  Washington correspondent was mentioned as poss ib l e  au tho r .  
spread  t h a t  it was t h e  combined work of  a dozen men. 
The C h r i s t i a n  Science Monitor confirmed h i s  p a r t  in its' au thorsh ip .  

Rumor 
A l l e n ' s  d i s m i s s a l  by 

In c o l l a b o r a t i n g  wi th  Drew Pearson, t h e  gene ra l  scheme o f  work i s  t h a t  
Allen does most of t h e  a c t u a l  r epor t ing ,  d igging  up facts from almost unequal led 
news sources ,  and Pearson does most of t h e  w r i t i n g .  

Al len spent  four months i n  ga the r ing  material f o r  t h e  famous c h a p t e r  on 
t h e  United 'States  Supreme Court, c a l l e d  "Nine Old Men", i n  "More Merry-Go-Round". 

He l i v e s  i n  Washington and i s  married.  H i s  wife is t h e  famed 
Ruth Finney, member of t h e  Washington staff of The Scripps-Howard Newspaper 
All iance,  and a u t h o r i t y  on l abor ,  f i nance  and water power, 

Courtesy of American University Library - Special Collections, Washington, D.C. 


